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HONORING TAMPA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT OFFICERS, JEFFREY
KOCAB AND DAVID CURTIS

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today on behalf of my community as we
mourn the deaths of two young Tampa Police
Department Officers, Jeffrey Kocab and David
Curtis, who were fatally shot in the line of
duty.

Tampa families and neighborhoods value
the service of the brave officers of the Tampa
Police Department. On June 29th 2010 the
city lost two valuable members of the forces.
The officers were conducting a routine traffic
stop when the passenger opened fire, hitting
the officers. Both passed away at Tampa Gen-
eral Hospital that same morning.

Jeffrey Kocab began his law enforcement
career 2006 and was honored as “Officer of
the Year” and “Employee of the Month” on
four separate occasions for his outstanding
performance. Officer Kocab was an achiever
who loved his work. In the fourteen months he
was with the Tampa Police Department he es-
tablished himself as a fine officer. His out-
standing police skills allowed him to move
through the department’s training program at
an accelerated pace and his work was a testa-
ment to his strong commitment to law enforce-
ment.

David Curtis was a dedicated four-year
Tampa officer. A native of Mobile, Alabama
Curtis began working for Hillsborough County
Sheriffs Department in 2002 where he was
part of the Tactical Action Control team. Dur-
ing his tenure there, he went to Mississippi in
2005 to help with the recovery efforts after
Hurricane Katrina. He received outstanding
evaluations throughout his time at the sheriff’s
office, but he knew he wanted to one day be
a deputy or a police officer on the street. In
2006 he got that opportunity when he began
with the Tampa Police Department where he
was soon honored as “Employee of the
Month” in recognition of his work with a com-
plicated child neglect case. He loved partici-
pating in the honor guard and recognizing the
people who have given their lives in the line
of duty. Officer Curtis was always compas-
sionate with others and was dedicated to his
job and community.

Throughout the years we have lost several
other police officers and together we honor
their memories. Corporal Michael Joseph Rob-
erts was shot and killed in 2009 while inves-
tigating a heavily armed man. During his 11
years with the Tampa Police Department he
received 33 commendations and awards for
his work, including the department’s rare “Life
Saving Award.”

We will also always remember the day of
May 19, 1998 when Detectives Ricky J.
Childers and Randy Scott Bell were shot while
transporting the murder suspect of a 4—year
old boy. Both detectives were veteran officers
of the Tampa Police Department and had re-
ceived over 30 letters of commendation each
during their service on the force. Their loss
motivated changes in the Tampa Police De-
partment’s law and policy so officers could
better protect themselves while in the line of
duty.
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On behalf of the generous and appreciative
families of the Tampa Bay Area, | am proud
to salute the outstanding service of these two
young heroes and remember all those who
have also sacrificed their life to serve their fel-
low citizens. | know that their families and
communities are proud of them and of their
accomplishments. These brave men gave their
lives to protecting our city. For that, | rise
today before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to honor the memory of Officers
Jeffrey Kocab and David Curtis.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF GOOD
SAMARITAN RON ROBINSON

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a true hero from my district,
Mr. Ron Robinson of Dunn, North Carolina.
Mr. Robinson has shown outstanding courage,
selflessness and bravery by risking his life to
save victims of not one, but two separate car
crashes in the past two months.

Once part of the Dunn rescue squad, Ron
Robinson quickly put his experience and
knowledge to work, helping those in a crucial
time of need. A little over a month ago, two
young people were in a tragic car accident
outside of the Walmart in Dunn, NC. Mr. Rob-
inson, who was shopping at the Walmart as
the SUV slammed into the store, was the first
to immediately run outside to help the teens
trapped inside the vehicle. With his assist-
ance, Triton High senior Dillon Tart, 18, sur-
vived the crash with minor injuries. As | honor
Mr. Robinson’s heroism, | also wish to pause
for a moment to mourn Mr. Tart’s Triton High
classmate, Ashley Moore, who did not survive
the crash, despite Mr. Robinson’s efforts. This
loss does not diminish Mr. Robinson’s valor,
but does remind us that not all rescues are in
our hands.

This past Thursday, July 8, Mr. Robinson
once again came face-to-face with a serious
car accident, this one off of Interstate 95 in
Dunn. The truck involved in the accident was
already on fire as Ron approached the crash,
but that didn’t stop him from crawling into the
vehicle and pulling the driver from the flames.
Again, Mr. Robinson risked his life to save the
life of another.

This kind of bravery and heroism just
doesn’t happen every day. It is people like
Ron Robinson that truly embody the phrase
“Good Samaritan” and remind us what it
means to fulfill the directive to “help thy neigh-
bor.” | don't like to think what might have hap-
pened had Ron not been at the scene of
those crashes, but fortunately he was and he
serves as a true example of what it means to
be part of a community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing the heroism of an
ordinary man performing extraordinary feats.
His selflessness and readiness to help those
in need is truly something to be admired. We
in North Carolina are proud to call Ron Robin-
son our hometown hero.
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HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, July 13, 2010, | was not present for three
recorded votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted the following way:

Roll No. 434—"yea.”

Roll No. 435—"yea.”

Roll No. 436—"yea.”

———

CONGRATULATING JAMIE OLIVER
FOR HIS EMMY NOMINATION

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | bring to my
colleagues’ attention today Jamie Oliver, who
has been nominated for an Emmy for his tele-
vision series, “Jamie Oliver's Food Revolu-
tion,” which focused on the children of Hun-
tington, West Virginia. Mr. Oliver highlighted
the importance of a community’s dedication to
improving their kid’s health through what they
eat and fostering cooperative partnerships with
the Cabell County School District, a commu-
nity kitchen, and by working with families one-
on-one to reach their goal.

Jamie Oliver's show helped Cabell County
School District transform their meals to include
more fresh foods, which is helping our children
to improve their health from an early age.

As our nation faces an obesity epidemic, we
need to encourage every effort to improve the
meals served in our schools. “Jamie Oliver’s
Food Revolution” did just that—and Cabell
County School District is continuing to imple-
ment his program. Mr. Oliver is a leader in the
fight against obesity and | am thankful that he
and his staff were able to share their lessons
with West Virginia.

To support the efforts begun by “Jamie Oli-
ver's Food Revolution,” | am also currently
drafting legislation that would create a grant
program for school districts, like Cabell Coun-
ty, that seek to improve the health of their stu-
dents by implementing a nutrition program that
provides healthier, less-processed foods to
their students.

If federal funds can provide the funding
boost school districts need to provide healthier
foods, | want to make sure we can set aside
those funds to encourage these great initia-
tives. Studies show a healthier diet promotes
the physical well being and academic develop-
ment of our young people. | believe in the pro-
gram’s potential to pave the way to more nutri-
tious menus in our schools, across W. Va. and
the nation.

West Virginia has been at the forefront of
efforts to improve school nutrition for the past
five years—in fact It was the first state to im-
plement many of the recommendations of the
Institute of Medicine, which exceed the current
national standards for school nutrition. Mr. Oli-
ver's show continued this effort and definitely
made an impact on the entire region and | be-
lieve our children will be better for it.

| offer my sincere congratulations to Jamie
and wish him the best of luck at the Emmys
in August.
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HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, | request
a leave of absence from the House of Rep-
resentatives for July 13, 2010 and the balance
of the week, due to the effect Hurricane Alex
and the tropical depression that quickly fol-
lowed are having on my district, TX-15, in
South Texas.

————

RECOGNIZING THE BIG SPRING
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL
CENTER FOR 60 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, in his
second inaugural address, Abraham Lincoln
stated “. . . to care for him who shall have
borne the battle and for his widow and his or-
phan . . .” It is those same words that grace
the steps of the headquarters of the Veterans
Administration, representing the sacred duty
we owe to the men and women who wore the
uniform of this great nation.

Some have worn this uniform voluntarily,
others by conscription. Others made a life of
service in the military their career, often
passed down from one generation to the next.
The United States generally and west Texas
in particular have had a long and proud history
of giving thanks to our veterans. Today, Amer-
ican’s all-volunteer force is one composed of
men and women willing to risk their lives in
defense of freedom and liberty for America
and her allies, and in return we owe to them
a debt of gratitude.

As part of that gratitude, the Big Spring Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center serves veterans
from a 53-county area in west Texas and part
of New Mexico. For 60 years now, the Big
Spring VAMC has been an institution helping
veterans young and old recover from wounds
suffered on the field of battle. Without this fa-
cility, rural veterans would be at a significant
disadvantage in receiving the specialty care
many of them have earned. The Big Spring
VAMC is a living testament to the men and
women of our armed forces.

The Big Spring VAMC provides a wide
range of patient care services, including inpa-
tient and outpatient care as well as residential
rehabilitation. The hospital is currently expand-
ing to meet the needs of more veterans with
a 40-bed residential rehabilitation unit ex-
pected to be completed later this vyear.
Through many changes, the Big Spring com-
munity has stood in strong support of the hos-
pital and the veterans it serves. | join the com-
munity in thanking the Big Spring VMAC for
60 years of service and offer best wishes for
many more years to come.
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IN HONOR OF FELIX HARVEY FOR
HIS NINETIETH BIRTHDAY

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Felix Harvey, a North Carolina
businessman and civic leader, as he turns
ninety years young on July 16, 2010.

Felix Harvey was born in Kinston, North
Carolina, almost a century ago and yet has
never grown old. Felix married his wife, Mar-
garet Little Blount, in 1945 and since then has
raised two beautiful daughters, Leigh and
Sunny. They have seven grandchildren.

In addition to being a family man, Felix is
known for his keen business-savvy that has
fueled his success for the past fifty years.
Felix has been a good North Carolina busi-
nessman in every sense, making a living
doing right by the folks in his home state. Felix
is Chairman of the Board of Harvey Enter-
prises and Affiliates, which engages in farming
and agricultural supplies, cotton ginning, trans-
portation, real estate, and retail petroleum dis-
tribution. In addition, he served on several
other corporate boards, including the Board of
the North Carolina National Bank, now Bank
of America, Integon Corporation and North
Carolina Natural Gas, to name a few.

More recently, Felix planted an orchard and
opened a fruit stand. There is a Greek proverb
that says a society grows great when old men
plant trees in whose shade they will never sit.
Felix has not just planted a tree, but has plant-
ed an entire orchard so that others could
enjoy its fruit. Felix is always looking into the
future and thinking about how he can expand
his horizons, growing and learning every day
and making North Carolina a better place to
live.

Felix remains active in his community and
his free time as well. He has been Vice Chair-
man of the Board and President of the North
Carolina Global Transpark foundation since
1993 and he has had a lasting commitment to
his alma mater, the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill. All the while, he still finds
time to get outside and perfect his golf game.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing a man who re-
minds us that age is just a number. It is with
great pride and joy that | wish Felix Harvey, a
great friend to me and the state of North Caro-
lina, a happy ninetieth birthday. He is an ex-
ample to us all in his fervor for life and re-
minds us to “share the fruit” with our future
generations.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$13,199,290,856,204.31.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $2,560,865,109,910.50 so far this Con-
gress.

July 14, 2010

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP ABRAHAM I.J.
SWANSON XII

HON. STEVE DRIEHAUS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. DRIEHAUS. Madam Speaker, last week
Cincinnati lost an iconic figure in our religious
community when Bishop Abraham I.J. Swan-
son Xll left this world. More than 65 years
ago, Bishop Swanson became the founding
pastor at the BibleWay Church of God in
Christ. Whether preaching to his congregation
or to those listening to his forty years of
broadcasts on 1480 WCIN, Pastor Swanson
offered words of encouragement, hope, and
faith to those struggling the most. His words
inspired perseverance in the face of adversity,
a reflection of his own faith and his commit-
ment to our community. Those who knew him
are profoundly grateful for his service, and in
his absence we continue to draw strength
from his words: “Hold on to your hope, keep
the faith, stand your ground until reinforcement
comes; it will come in the morning.”

————

INTRODUCING THE SCHOOL EN-
HANCEMENT OF AMERICA’S TAL-
ENTED STUDENTS ACT

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the School Enhancement of America’s
Talented Students Act, a bill to create a com-
petitive grant program for schools that are
striving to combat obesity and improve nutri-
tion in our schools.

One-third of America’s youth are now over-
weight or obese, and it's getting worse. We
need to act now as a nation to prevent not
only a health crisis, but God forbid these kids
be called to our national defense years from
now. How prepared will we be to defend our
shores? We were caught ill prepared before.
We established national child nutrition pro-
grams, now it's time to keep them working. It
is a fact that our Nation’s schools now provide
over half the calories our children consume
through breakfast and lunch programs. We
can feed our kids better by simply shifting the
recipes our schools use to fresh vegetables
and fruits and other healthier alternatives.
Healthy habits formed early, last lifetimes. As
families grow healthier, our country prospers.
Obesity can bankrupt the health of a nation
easier than the most complex far-reaching
Wall Street scam. Obesity creates a complex
formula of inter-related secondary deadly
health risks. We are blessed that we can turn
the tide.

This bill creates a competitive grant program
for school districts that seek to improve the
health of our students by implementing a nutri-
tion program that provides healthier meals.
The grant program would give priority to states
with the highest obesity rates of at least 30
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